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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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1 . S This communication is responsive to the amendment filed 12/20/2004 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1,3,5.2.4,8. 6. 9. 7 renumbered 1 -9 respectively . 

3. S The drawings filed on 20 November 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) S All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Brian Myers on 05/24/2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1, line 1 "communication device" has been changed to —VoIP 
communication device™. 

Claim 2, line 1 "communication network" has been changed to —VoIP 
communication network™. 

Claim 6, line 1 "communication-holding method" has been changed to —VoIP 
communication-holding method™. 

Claim 7, line 1, "communication-holding method" has been changed to —VoIP 
communication-holding method—. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claims 1 , 2, and 6 the prior arts fail to teach or fairly suggest a VoIP 

communication with an other party in a communication network and which has a first 
function to hold the communication by transmitting a first request signal to the other 
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party and a second function to hold the communication by transmitting a second request 
signal to the other party and by receiving a response signal, the communication device 
comprising: 

hold control means, when a predetermined time passes without detecting the 
response signal is received by a detection means, for generating the first request signal 
and transmitting the generated first request signal to the other party, in combination with 
other limitation as specified in the independent claims 1, 2 and 6. 

Regarding claim 7, the prior arts fail to teach or fairly suggest a VoIP 
communication-holding method for a transit device which relays communication 
between first and second communication devices in a communication network, the first 
communication device having a first function to hold the communication by transmitting 
a first request signal to the second communication device and a second function to hold 
the communication by transmitting a second request signal to the second 
communication device and receiving a response signal from the second communication 
device, the method comprising the step of: 

when a predetermined time passes without detecting a response signal is 
received in a detecting, transmitting the first request signal to the second 
communication device and generating the response signal and transmitting the 
generated response signal to the first communication device, in combination with other 
limitation as specified in the independent claim 7. 



Conclusion 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Thien Tran whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-3156. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu, can be reached on (571) 272-3155. Any inquiry of a general nature 
of relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-2600. 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have any questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197. 

Patent Examiner 
Thien Tran 

DUCHO 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




